
The Cost of  
A Christ-Centered Life 

2 Samuel 24:24 
 



2 Samuel 24:14  

“I am in great distress. Please let us fall into the 
hand of the Lord, for His mercies are great; but 
do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 

V.17, “Surely I have sinned, and I have done 
wickedly; but these sheep, what have they 
done? Let Your hand, I pray, be against me and 
against my father’s house.” 

V. 24, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a 
price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord 
my God with that which costs me nothing.” 



I.  A Christ-Centered Life Will Cost 
Your Favorite Sins 

A. The sin that so easily besets us. 
- Hebrews 12:1, Therefore we also, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us. 

B. What sins do you knowingly tolerate in your 
life? 

C. What sins keep you in some kind of bondage? 
D. Full surrender demands dealing with your 

favorite sins. 



II. A Christ-Centered Life Cost the 
Favor of the World 

A. “Love not the World” (1 John 2:15-17) 
15Do not love the world or the things in the world. 

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him.  

16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not 
of the Father but is of the world.  

17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; 
but he who does the will of God abides forever.  



B. The World Loves Darkness  

 - John 3:19; And this is the condemnation, that the light 
has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. 

 - Matt. 5:16; Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

C. The world rejected Christ and His followers. 
 - John 15:19-20, If you were of the world, the world would 

love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  

D. J. C. Ryle on “The surrendered Christian” said:  
 “He must be content to be ill thought of by man if he 
 pleases God.”  



III. A Christ-Centered Life Will  
Cost Financially 

A. David bought the threshing floor and oxen.  

B.  How boldly the Bible speaks about money!   

C. We know little of financial sacrifice for Christ. 

 - First there must be a willing mind… (2Cor. 8:12) 

D. What would you give if Christ were truly Lord of  
all your life?  



IV. A Christ-Centered Life Cost First 
Place in Your Heart 

A. The difference between salvation and 
surrender. 

-Salvation is a free gift from God. (Eph. 2:8-9; 
Rom. 6:23) 

- Salvation is by faith alone John 3:15;  

- Rom. 5:1, ..having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.)  

 



Discipleship is costly (Luke 14:27-33) 

1) Cannot be His disciple unless you hate parents and self.  
V.26 

2) Cannot, unless he takes up his cross and follows Him 
(v.27)   

3) Cannot, unless he counts the cost of finishing it (V.28-30) 

4) Cannot, unless you forsake all and follow Him (V.31-33) 

B. “Seek first the kingdom of God”  
  - Matt. 6:33, But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness and all these things shall be added to 
you.  

C. Jesus said: “nevertheless, not as I will, but as  
     You will.” 



Have you been offering God that 
which cost you nothing?   

James 4:4 

Do you not know that friendship with the world 
is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 
wants to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.   


